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Appendix 1.3: Scoping Opinion 
Consultee 

Organisation 
Contact Name Email/ Phone No Response Received Implications for the EIA/Design EIAR Chapter / Section 

where Comments have been 

addressed 

Local Authorities       

Limerick County 
Council Planning 
Section 

Kate Finnin planning@limerick.ie   Email response 
received 04/07/2024 

 

Pre-Planning Meeting held 13/09/2024 

Attendees:  

The Local Authority noted the following: 

Landscape 

The site is within the Agricultural Lowlands LCA 01 Agricultural Lowlands Landscape Character Area. The regular arrangement of turbines 
with equal spacing in proposed wind farm developments, which take field boundaries into account is encouraged in this landscape 
character area. Viewpoints and rationale for the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment were discussed. 

Flooding  

The Site is within Flood Zone A and B and OPW benefiting lands. Hydrology reports are to be prepared. Archaeology There are a number 
of recorded monuments within the site. The County Archaeologist noted that test investigations should be carried out on site and in the 
event that works are being carried out to the bank of River Maigue, appropriate testing should be undertaken.  

Access arrangements  

A temporary entrance is proposed onto the N20 and TII are aware of this. There is ongoing consultation with the Roads Department, Area 
Planner to be included in discussions. Turbine Delivery Route has the benefit of the National Road Network and the Motorway.  

Noise 

The project delivery team and the Environment Department of Limerick City and County Council will be liaising in regard to potential noise 
created by the proposal. 

Meeting with Simon Jennings (LCC Noise Specialist) held 26/09/2024 

Attendees: Simon Jennings (LCC), Shane Carr (Irwin Carr), Larry O Halloran (Garrane Green Energy), Tomás Leen (Garrane Green 
Energy), Sarah Moore (Jennings O’ Donovan) 

The following was noted: 

• Background noise should be assessed in each sector, 38dB or 43dB 

• Shane Carr – “AM cannot be predicted, in the event of occurrence during operation, a penalty of up to 5dB can be added in 
accordance with IOA guidance” 

• Simon – “AM penalty could be as per RenewableUK guidance, new IEC guidance IOA working group method could be used. 
WSP report shows a penalty between 3dB to 5dB.  

• All parties agree on approach to AM, likely to be a clause on a planning condition.  

• Shane Carr noted that “Predicted levels are typically higher than actual” 
• Simon J noted “Road noise could effect measurements”, Shane Carr noted that these are a different frequency to the wind 

turbine noise emissions. 
 

GS confirmed that background noise monitoring was undertaken 29th Jan to 1st Mar 2024. 

 

Landscape discussed in 

Chapter 12: Landscape and 

Visual Assessment 

Flooding addressed in 
Chapter 10: Hydrology and 

Hydrogeology and Appendix 

10.1 Flood Risk Assessment 

Access Arrangements are 
addressed in Chapter 2: 

Project Description, Chapter 

17: Traffic and Transport 

and Appendix 17.5 Road 

Safety Audit 

Noise is addressed in 

Chapter 11: Noise and 

Vibration 

mailto:kate.finnin@limerick.ie
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Consultee 

Organisation 
Contact Name Email/ Phone No Response Received Implications for the EIA/Design EIAR Chapter / Section 

where Comments have been 

addressed 

Limerick County 
Council Roads Section 

Tony Carmody 
 

tony.carmody@limerick.ie 
  

Email response 
received 23/05/2024 

All correspondence of this nature must firstly be sent to the Planning Authority. The Road Section will not make comment unti l we are 

requested to do so by our Planning Section. 
N/A 

Limerick County 
Council Water 
Services 

N/A N/A N/A No response received N/A 

Limerick County 
Council Environment 
Section 

N/A N/A N/A No response received N/A 

Cork County Council N/A N/A N/A No response received N/A 

Agriculture & Food      

Department of 
Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine 

Minister of 
Agriculture  

minister@agriculture.gov.ie 
 

Response received 
on 02/08/2024. 

“The following are the comments from this Division in relation to the proposed development:  

If the proposed development will involve the felling or removal of any trees, the developer must obtain a Felling License from this 
Department before trees are felled or removed. A Felling Licence application form can be obtained from Felling Section, Department 

of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford. Email: felling.forestservice@agriculture.gov.ie or Web 
gov.ie - Tree Felling Licences (www.gov.ie)  

A Felling Licence granted by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine provides authority under the Forestry Act 2014 to fell or 
otherwise remove a tree or trees and/or to thin a forest for silvicultural reasons. The Act prescribes the functions of the Minister and details 
the requirements, rights and obligations in relation to felling licences. The principal set of regulations giving further effect to the Forestry 
Act 2014 are the Forestry Regulations 2017 (S.I. No. 191 of 2017).  

The developer should take note of the contents of Felling and Reforestation Policy document which provide a consolidated source of 
information on the legal and regulatory framework relating to tree felling; gov.ie - Tree Felling Licences (www.gov.ie) As this development 
is within forest lands, particular attention should be paid to deforestation, turbulence felling and the requirement to afforest alternative 
lands.  

In order to ensure regulated forestry operations in Ireland accord with the principles of sustainable forest management (SFM), as well 
fulfilling the requirements of other relevant environmental protection laws, the Department (acting through its Forest Service division) 
must undertake particular consultations, and give certain matters full consideration during the assessment of individual Fell ing Licence 
applications. This includes consultation with relevant bodies, the application of various protocols and procedures (e.g. Forest Service 
Appropriate Assessment Procedure), and the requirement for applicants on occasion to provide further information (e.g. a Natura Impact 
Statement).  

Consequently, when the Forest Service is considering an application to fell trees, the following applies:  

1. The interaction of these proposed works with the environment locally and more widely, in addition to potential direct and indirect 
impacts on designated sites and water, is required where specific sensitivities arise (e.g. local authorities, National Parks & 
Wildlife Service, Inland Fisheries Ireland, and the National Monuments Service);  

2. Where a tree Felling Licence application is received, the Department will publish a notice of the application before making a 
decision on the matter. The notice shall state that any person may make a submission to the Department within 30 days from 
the date of the notice. The notices are published online at: gov.ie - Felling Licence Applications (www.gov.ie)  

3. Third parties that make a submission or observation will be informed of the decision to grant or refuse the licence, and on 
request, details of the conditions attached to the licence, the main reasons and considerations on which the decision to grant or 
refuse the licence was based, and where conditions are attached to any licence, the reasons for the conditions. Both third parties 
and applicants will be also informed of their right to appeal any decision within 14 days to the Forestry Appeals Committee. 
Felling Licence decision are published online at:  

There is no forestry removal 
as part of this Project. 

 

mailto:tony.carmody@limerick.ie
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Consultee 

Organisation 
Contact Name Email/ Phone No Response Received Implications for the EIA/Design EIAR Chapter / Section 

where Comments have been 

addressed 

gov.ie - Felling Licence Decisions (www.gov.ie)  

It is important to note that when applying to a Local Authority, or An Bord Pleanàla, for planning permission where developments are:  

• subject to an EIA procedure (including screening in the case of a sub-threshold development) and any resulting requirement to 
produce an EIAR; and/or  

• subject to an Appropriate Assessment procedure (including screening) and any resulting requirement to a Natura Impact 
Statement (NIS); and  

• the proposed development in its construction or operational phases, or any works ancillary thereto, would directly or indirectly 
involve the felling and replanting of trees, deforestation for the purposes of conversion to another type of land use, or replacement 
of broadleaf high forest by conifer species,  
1. that there is a requirement inter alia under the EIA Directive for an overall assessment of the effects of the project or the 

alteration thereof on the environment to be undertaken, including the direct and indirect environmental impact of the 
project; and  

2. pursuant to Article 2(3) of the EIA Directive, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine strongly recommends 
that, notwithstanding the fact that a parallel consent in the form of felling licence may also have to be applied for, any 
EIAR and/or NIS produced in connection with the application for planning permission to the Local Planning Authority or 
An Bord Pleanàla, should include an assessment of the impact of and measures, as appropriate, to prevent, mitigate or 
compensate for any significant adverse effects direct or indirect identified on the environment arising from such felling and 
replanting of trees, deforestation for the purposes of conversion to another type of land use, or replacement of broadleaf 
high forest by conifer species.  

3. Please note that there must be absolute spatial consistency between the felling licence areas submitted to DAFM (second 
authority) and all related”  

Kerry Group N/A N/A N/A Engagement ongoing with Kerry Group since September 2022, items discussed include: 

- Discussions in relation to access for surveys to wastewater treatment plant 
- Discussions about Kerry outfall pipeline which traverses the Project Site, the Developer committed to minimising the number of 

crossings and utilise robust crossing design  

Utilities (including the Kerry 
Group pipeline) are addressed 

in Chapter 16: Material 

Assets and Other Issues, 

Section 16.9 and on Drawing 

No. 6839-JOD-GGE-XX-DR-

C-0404 

Telecommunication      

Broadcasting Authority 
of Ireland 

 

Roger Woods  rwoods@cnam.ie 
 
 
 
 

Response received 
on 04/07/2024. 

Response received on the 04/07/2024 states: “Coimisiún na Meán does not perform an in-depth analysis of the effect of wind turbines or 
electrical sub stations on FM networks. However, we are not aware of any issues from existing windfarms or electrical sub stations into 
existing FM networks. Also, the proposed substation is not located close to any existing or planned FM transmission sites”. 

 

Telecommunications are 
addressed in Chapter 16: 

Material Assets and Other 

Issues 

RTÉ Matthew Craig matthew.craig@2rn.ie 
 
 

Email response 
received 23/05/2024 

2rn have no fixed linking that would be affected by the proposed windfarm. 

There is risk of interference to broadcast services in the area. We would therefore ask that a protocol be signed between 2rn and the 

developer should the site go ahead 

Telecommunications are 
addressed in Chapter 16: 

Material Assets and Other 

Issues 

TV3 N/A N/A No response 
received 

 

N/A N/A 

mailto:rwoods@cnam.ie
mailto:matthew.craig@2rn.ie
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Consultee 

Organisation 
Contact Name Email/ Phone No Response Received Implications for the EIA/Design EIAR Chapter / Section 

where Comments have been 

addressed 

Three Ireland 
(Hutchison) Limited 

N/A N/A No response 
received 

N/A N/A 

Vergin Media  Breda Murphy Breda.Murphy@virginmedia
.ie 

Response received 
on 24/07/2024 

“Virgin Media shared a drawing showing the location of the cabling. The cable extends along the western red line boundary of the study 
area of the Project.” 

   

Telecommunications are 
addressed in Chapter 16: 

Material Assets and Other 

Issues 

Tetra Tom Barry tom.barry@motorolasolutio
ns.com 
 

Response received 
on 22/07/2024. 

“We anticipate no impact from the development as proposed.” 

 

Telecommunications are 
addressed in Chapter 16: 

Material Assets and Other 

Issues 

Commission for 
Communications 
Regulation 

ComReg 
 

industry@comreg.ie Email response 
received 09/07/2024: 

 

‘Please use ComReg’s siteviewer to see what masts are in the relevant area for you https://siteviewer.comreg.ie/#explore 

There are no masts located within the redline boundary of study area of the Project. The closest mast (Site ID VOD_CKCVE) is located 
c. 905 metres southwest of the Development. 

Telecommunications are 
addressed in Chapter 16: 

Material Assets and Other 

Issues 

Aviation       

Cork Airport N/A info@corkairport.com Response received 
23/05/2024 

“Your request has now been forwarded to our Senior Planner for comment.  You will be contacted regarding same as soon as possible.”  N/A 

mailto:tom.barry@motorolasolutions.com
mailto:tom.barry@motorolasolutions.com
mailto:industry@comreg.ie
https://siteviewer.comreg.ie/#explore


Jennings O’Donovan & Partners Limited Consulting Engineers Sligo 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6839_Garrane Green Energy Project EIAR  5 August 2025 

 

Consultee 

Organisation 
Contact Name Email/ Phone No Response Received Implications for the EIA/Design EIAR Chapter / Section 

where Comments have been 

addressed 

Shannon Airport 
Authority  

Paul Hennessy paul.hennessy@snnairportg
roup.ie 
 

Response received 
17/09/2024 

Shannon Airport Authority DAC would make the following comments as a prescribed body in respect of this type of proposed development.  

In general terms, the siting of wind turbines at this location may have implications for the operations of the communication, navigation 
and surveillance systems used by Air Nav Ireland for the separation and safety of aircraft. The geographical siting of these turbines may 
also have implications for the flight paths of aircraft.  

Shannon Airport Authority DAC has specific responsibility to define the airspace around its aerodrome which must be maintained free 
from obstacles to permit the intended aircraft operations at the aerodrome to be conducted safely and to prevent the aerodrome from 
becoming unusable by the growth of obstacles around it. This is achieved by establishing a series of obstacle limitation surfaces (OLS) 
that define the limits to which objects (temporary or permanent) may project into the airspace. These surfaces may extend many 
kilometres outwards from the active runway strip at the aerodrome.  

With specific reference to the Garrane geographical location, and arising from our own internal assessment, this development of nine 
turbines will have no impact on the aerodrome OLS. The development is not within the protection areas as per our safeguarding maps. 
As there is no penetration of the aerodrome OLS surfaces, it is unlikely that there will be any Annex 14 OLS impacts due to the proposed 
wind farm.  

Shannon Airport does, however, also note and share the concerns of our colleagues in Air Nav Ireland specifically relating to potential 
impacts on IFP’s and NAVAIDS/radar systems. We are not aware of any correspondence made by you directly to the Air Nav Ireland, 
Airspace and Navigation Manager advising them of this development in respect of the above systems. It would be advisable to reach out 
to them: (cathal.maccriostail@airnav.ie).  

Please note: For developments of this type the following conditions/requirements must be  

considered: 

• If the turbines are within 45km of Shannon Airport’s ARP (Aerodrome Reference Point) and are greater than 100m in height they 
would be required to be included in the IAA Electronic Air Navigation Obstacle Dataset.  

• Also, standard: Chapter Q (Visual Aids for Denoting Obstacles) of the Certification Specifications for Aerodrome Design – 
Current Issue, contained in the EASA aerodrome rules must be applied to the turbines as they would be regarded as an extensive 
object.  

• During the construction phase of any development, any crane activity on the site must be pre-approved by the completion of the 
Shannon Airport Crane Operations application form (at least 30 days in advance) of any crane erection taking place in order for 
assessments to be carried out by the Airport, IAA and Air Nav Ireland against possible interferences by cranes against 
communication, navigation and surveillance systems.  

Air Navigation is addressed 
in Chapter 15: Material 

Assets and Other Issues 

 

AirNav Ireland Charlie O’Loughlin charlie.oloughlin@airnav.ie 
 

Response received 
on the 16/08/2024 

 “I can confirm that the proposed Garrane Wind Farm, Co. Limerick, is not a concern in relation to its impact on AirNav Ireland’s 
Surveillance radar infrastructure”.  

Air Navigation is addressed 
in Chapter 16: Material 

Assets and Other Issues 

IAA Stephen O’Sullivan 
 

stephen.osullivan@iaa.ie 
 
 
 
 
 

Response received 
on 27/05/2024. 

‘According to S.I. 215 of 2005, Irish Aviation Authority (Obstacles to Aircraft in Flight), the IAA AUSD requires any person who seeks to 

erect a manmade object to notify the aerodrome operator of the intended operation at least thirty days in advance if the structure is to be 

erected in the vicinity of the aerodrome or the areas around the aerodrome and other protected surfaces associated with the aerodrome. 

Aerodrome Operators can be contacted via the AirNav Ireland AIP AD 1.3 INDEX TO AERODROMES AND HELIPORTS, to evaluate the 

impact of the intended operation on the protected airspace established for the aerodrome. 

Additionally, any person who seeks to erect a manmade object in excess of 45 metres anywhere within the state above ground or water 

surface level must also notify the IAA AUSD of the intended crane erection at least thirty days in advance, as a crane operating at or 

above this height may constitute an obstacle to air navigation. The IAA AUSD can be contacted via ausd@iaa.ie.  

The State requires electronic terrain and obstacle data (eTOD) in accordance with International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) Annex 

15 requirements which shall be surveyed by SLC Geomatic Solutions Ltd. (SLC). The cost of this SLC surveyed data is to be borne by 

Air Navigation is addressed 
in Chapter 16: Material 

Assets and Other Issues 

 

mailto:paul.hennessy@snnairportgroup.ie
mailto:paul.hennessy@snnairportgroup.ie
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Organisation 
Contact Name Email/ Phone No Response Received Implications for the EIA/Design EIAR Chapter / Section 

where Comments have been 
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the developer. Additionally, the following data is to be supplied once construction is planned or commenced or available to the Airspace 

& U-Space team via ausd@iaa.ie: 

•             The WGS84 coordinates (In degrees, minutes and seconds) for each turbine?  

•             Height above ground level (to blade tip) and elevation above mean sea level (to blade tip)?  

•             Verification if it’s a standalone wind farm or is merged with others. Does the wind farm have any alternative names?  

•             Horizontal extent (rotor diameter) of turbines and blade length where applicable?  

•             Lighting of the wind farm, which turbine(s) is/are lit, and what type of lighting? ‘ 

ICAO Light Type Colour 

Low-intensity Type A (fixed obstacle) Red 

Low-intensity Type B (fixed obstacle) Red 

Low-intensity Type C (mobile obstacle) Yellow/Blue 

Low-intensity Type D (follow-me vehicle) Yellow 

Low-intensity Type E Red 

Medium-intensity Type A White 

Medium-intensity Type B Red 

Medium-intensity Type C Red 

High-intensity Type A White 

High-intensity Type B White 

 

Email response received 04/06/2024: 

“As the proposed development appears to be approximately 38km south of Shannon Airport, as such, it is the observation of the Irish 

Aviation Authority, that even at this pre-planning stage, it would be prudent to engage as early as possible with Shannon Airport Authority 

and the air navigation service provider, AirNav Ireland to undertake a preliminary screening assessment to confirm that the proposed 

wind farm and the associated cranes that would be utilised during its construction would have no impact on instrument flight procedures, 

communication and navigation aids or other en route communication, navigation and surveillance equipment. 

It is likely that the following general observations would be proffered by the Authority during a formal planning process: In the event of 

planning consent being granted, the applicant should be conditioned to contact the Irish Aviation Authority to:  

(1) agree an aeronautical obstacle warning light scheme for the wind farm development,  

(2) provide as-constructed coordinates in WGS84 format together with ground and blade tip height elevations at each wind turbine location 

and  

(3) notify the Authority of intention to commence crane operations with at least 30 days prior notification of their erection.” 
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Ecology       

An Taisce N/A N/A N/A No response received N/A 

Birdwatch Ireland N/A N/A N/A No response received N/A 

Irish Wildlife Trust 

 

N/A N/A N/A No response received N/A 

Bat Conservation 
Ireland 

Dawn Quinn admin@batconservationirel
and.org 
 

Response received 
on the 05/07/2024.  

 

“Unfortunately, as Bat Conservation Ireland is a very small organisation, with limited resources, we do not have the capacity to get involved 
in planning issues. 

Please note that Bat Conservation Ireland is concerned that a request for our input/consultation/opinion/assistance on planning 
applications and reports, or objections/comments on same, can sometimes imply that we have been consulted for our opinion on planning 
matters when Bat Conservation Ireland does not, in fact, provide opinions or comments on developments. Therefore, please note that 
this response should not be construed as a consultation with Bat Conservation Ireland regarding any planning or development matter or 
proposal. In order to avoid misunderstandings, please do not use this terminology in your reports to describe this transaction.”  

Bats are addressed in 
Chapter 6: Biodiversity 

Soils & Water       

Uisce Éireann Barry Kelly planning@water.ie Response received 
on 9/07/2024 

 

“Uisce Éireann has received notification of your Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) scoping request in relation to the proposed Wind 
Farm the townlands of Garrane, Ballynagoul & Creggane, Charleville & Killmallock, Co. Limerick.  

Uisce Éireann note the proposals are located within the surface water abstraction catchment for the Adare Public Water Supply, with the 
abstraction point on the River Maigue located 21 km downstream of the proposed development. There is a potential pollution pathway 
due to hydrological connectivity between the Charleville Stream_020 and Maigue_030 which are tributaries to the Maigue_080, where 
Uisce Éireann abstracts, that would need to be considered.  

Please see attached, Uisce Éireann’s scoping opinion in relation to Water Services. On receipt of the planning referral, Uisce Éireann will 
review the finalised Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) as part of the planning process.  

Queries relating to the terms and observations above should be directed to planning@water.ie 

Uisce Éireann does not have the capacity to advise on the scoping of individual projects. However, in general the following aspects of 
Water Services should be considered in the scope of an EIA where relevant;  

a) Proximity to Abstraction Points  

All potential impacts arising from the development proposal on Uisce Éireann’s abstraction points must be identified and addressed in 
the EIAR. This includes the Adare Water Supply which abstracts from the River Maigue located 21 km downstream of the proposed 
development and any other surface water or groundwater abstraction points where a potential hydrological and hydrogeological pathway 
exists. The EIAR must include and consider all direct, indirect and cumulative effects on the abstraction points.  

b) Where the development proposal has the potential to impact an Uisce Éireann Drinking Water Source(s), the applicant shall provide 
details of measures to be taken to ensure that there will be no negative impact to Uisce Éireann’s Drinking Water Source(s) during the 
construction and operational phases of the development. Hydrological / hydrogeological pathways between the applicant’s site and 
receiving waters should be identified as part of the report.  

c) Stormwater Run Off and Hydrocarbons  

Hydrology is addressed in 
Chapter 10: Hydrology and 

Hydrogeology & Appendix 

2.1 CEMP – Management 

Plan 4: SWMP 

mailto:admin@batconservationireland.org
mailto:admin@batconservationireland.org
mailto:planning@water.ie
mailto:planning@water.ie
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The potential impacts arising from run off and hydrocarbon during construction, operational and decommissioning phases should be 
addressed to include mitigations against contaminants entering groundwater and surface waters via hydrological and hydrogeological 
pathways.  

d) Where the development proposes the backfilling of materials, the applicant is required to include a waste sampling strategy to ensure 
the material is inert.  

e) Mitigations should be proposed for any potential negative impacts on any water source(s) which may be in proximity and included in 
the environmental management plan and incident response.  

f) Any and all potential impacts on the nearby reservoir as public water supply water source(s) are assessed, including any impact on 
hydrogeology and any groundwater/ surface water interactions.  

g) Impacts of the development on the capacity of water services (i.e. do existing water services have the capacity to cater for the new 

development). This is confirmed by Uisce Éireann in the form of a Confirmation of Feasibility (COF). If a development requires a 
connection to either a public water supply or sewage collection system, the developer is advised to submit a Pre-Connection Enquiry 
(PCE) enquiry to Uisce Éireann to determine the feasibility of connection to the Uisce Éireann network. All pre-connection enquiry forms 
are available from https://www.water.ie/connections/connection-steps/.  

h) The applicant shall identify any upgrading of water services infrastructure that would be required to accommodate the proposed 
development.  

i) In relation to a development that would discharge trade effluent – any upstream treatment or attenuation of discharges required prior to 
discharging to an Uisce Éireann collection network.  

j) In relation to the management of surface water; the potential impact of surface water discharges to combined sewer networks and 
potential measures to minimise and or / stop surface waters from combined sewers.  

k) Any physical impact on Uisce Éireann assets – reservoir, drinking water source, treatment works, pipes, pumping stations, discharges 
outfalls etc. including any relocation of assets.  

l) When considering a development proposal, the applicant is advised to determine the location of public water services assets, possible 
connection points from the applicant’s site / lands to the public network and any drinking water abstraction catchments to ensure these 
are included and fully assessed in any pre-planning proposals. Details, where known, can be obtained by emailing an Ordnance Survey 
map identifying the proposed location of the applicant’s intended development to datarequests@water.ie  

m) Other indicators or methodologies for identifying infrastructure located within the applicant’s lands are the presence of registered 
wayleave agreements, visible manholes, vent stacks, valve chambers, marker posts etc. within the proposed site.  

n) Any potential impacts on the assimilative capacity of receiving waters in relation to Uisce Éireann discharge outfalls including changes 
in dispersion / circulation characterises. Hydrological / hydrogeological pathways between the applicant’s site and receiving waters should 
be identified within the report.  

o) Any potential impact on the contributing catchment of water sources either in terms of water abstraction for the development (and 

resultant potential impact on the capacity of the source) or the potential of the development to influence / present a risk to the quality of 
the water abstracted by Uisce Éireann for public supply should be identified within the report.  

p) Where a development proposes to connect to an Uisce Éireann network and that network either abstracts water from or discharges 
wastewater to a “protected”/ sensitive area, consideration as to whether the integrity of the site / conservation objectives of the site would 
be compromised should be identified within the report. 

q) Mitigation measures in relation to any of the above ensuring a zero risk to any Uisce Éireann drinking water sources (Surface and 
Ground water). 
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This is not an exhaustive list.  

Please note;  

• Where connection(s) to the public network is required as part of the development proposal, applicants are advised to complete the Pre-
Connection Enquiry process and have received a Confirmation of Feasibility letter from Uisce Éireann ahead of any planning application.  

• Uisce Éireann will not accept new surface water discharges to combined sewer networks.” 

Inland Fisheries 
Ireland 

N/A N/A No response 
received 

 

N/A N/A 

Irish Peatland 
Conservation Council 

N/A N/A No response 
received 

 

N/A N/A 

The Local Authority 
Waters Programme 
(LAWPRO) 

N/A N/A No response 
received 

 

N/A N/A 

The International 
Association of 
Hydrogeologists (IAH) 
Irish Group  

Charlotte Bennet publicity@iah-ireland.org 
 
 

Response received 
on the 16/08/2024 

“IAH (Irish group) do not comment on windfarm development as our mission is in relation to the promotion and development of the science 
and engineering of groundwater issues.” 

N/A 

OPW (Ecologist 
Consultation) 

David Cleary info@opw.ie 
 
 
 

Response received 
on the 04/10/2024 

“In response to your email dated August 15th 2024, regarding the above project. 

C1Maigue 850m ->OPW maintenance corridor is on the left-hand bank 

C1/37 200m->OPW maintenance corridor is on the left-hand bank 

C1/36 980m->OPW maintenance corridor is on the right-hand bank 

C1 Maigue400m->OPW maintenance corridor is on the left-hand bank 

C1/35/1 180m->OPW maintenance corridor is on the left-hand bank 

Condition for maintenance: 

A 10 Metre wide strip of land running parallel to the main channels C1, C1/34and a 5 Metre wide strip of land running parallel to the 
channelsC1/35, C1/35/1, C1/36, C1/36/1, C1/36/2, C1/37, C1/37/1 and C1/37/2, should be provided to facilitate access and maintenance 
activities by this office in the immediate area. This area should be accessible to mechanical plants and should not be landscaped, paved 
or otherwise developed in a manner that would prevent access.” 

Drainage is addressed in 
Chapter 10: Hydrology and 

Hydrogeology & Appendix 

2.1 CEMP – Management 

Plan 4: SWMP 

OPW (JOD Scoping) David Cleary info@opw.ie 
 
 

 

Response received 
on the 05/06/2024 

“I refer to your email dated 23rd May 2024 regarding the above project, in which you sought comments or observations from this office.  

mailto:publicity@iah-ireland.org
mailto:info@opw.ie
mailto:info@opw.ie
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OPW Drainage Maintenance comments on this proposed project are in relation to the Office of Public Works' statutory duty to maintain 
the Drainage Scheme under the Arterial Drainage Act. Further submissions may be made by the OPW concerning the estate portfolio, 
heritage and other areas of responsibility,  

The site indicated on the maps provided intersects with a number of our channelsC1, C1/34, C1/35, C1/35/1, C1/36, C1/36/1, C1/36/2, 
C1/37, C1/37/1 and C1/37/2 of the Maigue Scheme for which maintenance responsibility lies with this office. In order to gain access for 
the purpose of maintaining said channels, this office requests that the following be included in any submission for planning permission at 
this location. 

Any alterations or modifications of drainage channels would require section 9 consent of the Arterial Drainage Amendment Act, 1995 

Obtaining Section 9consent information on the process, including copies of the appropriate application form and brochure, are available 
on our website at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/957aa7-consent-requirements-constructionalteration-of-watercourse-infrastru/ 

Condition for maintenance: 

A 10 Metre wide strip of land running parallel to the main channels C1, C1/34and a 5 Metre wide strip of land running parallel to the 
channelsC1/35, C1/35/1, C1/36, C1/36/1, C1/36/2, C1/37, C1/37/1 and C1/37/2, should be provided to facilitate access and maintenance 
activities by this office in the immediate area. This area should be accessible to mechanical plant and should not be landscaped, paved 
or otherwise developed in a manner that would prevent access. 

The site indicated on the map proposed for the project falls within the area deemed to benefit from drainage by channels C1, C1/34, 
C1/35, C1/35/1, C1/36, C1/36/1, C1/36/2, C1/37, C1/37/1 and C1/37/2of the Maigue Drainage scheme. As a result, it may be subject to 
an increased flood risk.  

The proposal identifies a new bridge over the River Maigue, but the location is not provided. Any new culverts or bridges (or modifications 
to any existing culverts or bridges) are required to cross watercourses as part of the development or on proposed or existing access 
roads to serve or access the development; you should be aware that these require consent from the Commissioners of Public Works. 
This is a requirement of Section 50 of the Arterial Drainage Act of 1945 as amended. 

Obtaining Section 50 consent information on the process, including copies of the appropriate application form and brochure, are available 
on our website at https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/957aa7-consent-requirements-constructionalteration-of-watercourse-infrastru/ 

Please note that, in the context of seeking consent under Section 50, the current required design standard for bridges or culverts is based 
on the flood with an annual exceedance probability of 1% (often referred to as the 100 year flood), increased by 20% to cater for the 
effects of Climate Change.  Bridges or culverts are required to be able to convey this design flood without significantly altering the hydraulic 
characteristics of the watercourse –further details on this issue are available in the brochure and can be clarified depending on the 
circumstances of any particular proposed bridge or culvert. 

You should be aware that a grant of Planning Permission by a planning authority for a development which contains bridges or culverts 
does not confer section 50 consent on the applicant, nor does it absolve the applicant from the requirement to obtain such consent from 
the Commissioners. 

Regarding the proposed Internal wind farm underground power and communications cabling route indicated in your documentation but 
the location not provided, it is possible that this route may cross several watercourses.  If the cable and ducting are to be buried in the 
road as they cross bridges over the water courses, and there is no interference with the opening in the bridge spanning the watercourse, 
then there is no issue.  On the other hand, if it is proposed to pass the cable in its ducting through the opening of any bridge or culvert, 
this would be considered to be a modification of a bridge, and it would require the consent of the Commissioners under Section 50 as 
mentioned above.  Similarly, if it is proposed to carry the cable in its ducting across watercourses on new support structures spanning 
the watercourses, these should be treated as if they are bridges, and the consent of the commissioners under Section 50 should be 
obtained.  If the cable and ducting are to be buried under the natural bed of the watercourses being crossed, Section 50 would not apply, 

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/957aa7-consent-requirements-constructionalteration-of-watercourse-infrastru/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/957aa7-consent-requirements-constructionalteration-of-watercourse-infrastru/
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and we would recommend that the duct be buried a sufficient distance below the natural bed to allow for erosion and mobility of the 
stream bed. 

We would recommend that a flood risk assessment be carried out with regard to the proposed development and its construction. This 
should consider all sources, pathways and receptors of flood risk.  This should be carried out in accordance with the principles set out in 
the guideline document “The Planning System and Flood Risk Management” as published by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage 
and Local Government and the Office of Public Works.  Please be aware that this is a separate issue from the requirement to obtain 
Section 50 consent, as mentioned above. 

Include the following paragraph if the correspondence being dealt with relates to the preparation of an EIA.  

In terms of the preparation of an EIA, the matters referred to above principally relate to the Hydrology Section, and the Risk of Flooding 

on a development such as this can impact on Landscape (e.g. landslides that have been reported in recent years), Infrastructure (roads 

and bridges) and people and their homes, among other things. The aim of the Section 50 process and the Flood Risk Assessment, which 

is recommended, would be to mitigate any increased risk of flooding and the consequences of same, as arising from the proposed 

development.” 

Geological Survey 
Ireland 

Luke Thompson PlanningNotifications@decc
.gov.ie 
 

Response received 
on the 13/06/2024 

“Geological Survey Ireland is the national earth science agency and is a division of the Department of the Environment, Climate and 
Communications. We provide independent geological information and gather various data for that purpose. Please see our website for 
data availability. We recommend using these various data sets, when conducting the EIAR, SEA, planning and scoping processes. Use 
of our data or maps should be attributed correctly to ‘Geological Survey Ireland’.  

The publicly available data referenced/presented here, should in no way be construed as Geological Survey Ireland support for or 
objection to the proposed development or plan. The data is made freely available to all and can be used as independent scientific data 
in assessments, plans or policies. It should be noted that in many cases this data is a baseline or starting point for further site-specific 
assessments.  

With reference to your email received on the 23 May 2024, concerning the EIAR scoping for Garrane Green Energy, Co Limerick, 
Geological Survey Ireland would encourage use of and reference to our datasets. Please find attached a list of our publicly available 
datasets that may be useful to the environmental assessment and planning process. We recommend that you review this list and refer to 
any datasets you consider relevant to your assessment. The remainder of this letter and following sections provide more detail on some 
of these datasets.  

Geoheritage  

Geological Survey Ireland is in partnership with the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS, Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage), to identify and select important geological and geomorphological sites throughout the country for designation 
as geological NHAs (Natural Heritage Areas). This is addressed by the Geoheritage Programme of Geological Survey Ireland, under 16 
different geological themes, in which the minimum number of scientifically significant sites that best represent the theme are rigorously 
selected by a panel of theme experts.  

County Geological Sites (CGSs), as adopted under the National Heritage Plan, include additional sites that may also be of national 
importance, but which were not selected as the very best examples for NHA designation. All geological heritage sites identified by 
Geological Survey Ireland are categorised as CGS pending any further NHA designation by NPWS. CGSs are now routinely included in 
County Development Plans and in the GIS of planning departments, to ensure the recognition and appropriate protection of geological 
heritage within the planning system. CGSs can be viewed online under the Geological Heritage tab on the online Map Viewer.  

The audit for Co. Limerick was completed in 2022. The full report details can be found here. Our records show that there is a CGS 

within 1km of the study boundary of the proposed wind farm.  

Knocksouna, Co. Limerick (GR 156426, 127799), under IGH themes: IGH1 Karst, IGH16 Hydrogeology, IGH7 Quaternary. The 
Knocksouna site includes a series of warm water springs and a high, bedrock crag to their north. The springs at Knocksouna occur along 

Policy is addressed in 
Chapter 4: Planning and 

Legislative Context 

Soils and Geology are 
addressed in Chapter 9: 

Soils and Geology 

mailto:PlanningNotifications@decc.gov.ie
mailto:PlanningNotifications@decc.gov.ie
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a roughly east-west line at the foot of Knocksouna Hill, where twelve individual springs emerge through the alluvial floodplain of the River 
Loobagh over a distance of about 700m. The site is among a group of warm springs located in Munster that share a location on the 
eastern margin of the Mississippian (Namurian) basin where normal limestone groundwater undergoes deep circulation and returns to 
the surface via fault or fracture zones. The springs are located on private farmland and are accessible with the owner’s permission only. 
Land drainage in the locality may affect the hydrogeology slightly. Link to Site Report: LK022. 

Groundwater  

Geological Survey Ireland’s Groundwater and Geothermal Unit, provides advice, data and maps relating to groundwater distribution, 
quality and use, which is especially relevant for safe and secure drinking water supplies and healthy ecosystems.  

Proposed developments need to consider any potential impact on specific groundwater abstractions and on groundwater resources in 
general. We recommend using the groundwater maps on our Map viewer which should include: wells; drinking water source protection 
areas; the national map suite - aquifer, groundwater vulnerability, groundwater recharge and subsoil permeability maps. For areas 

underlain by limestone, please refer to the karst specific data layers (karst features, tracer test database; turlough water levels 

(gwlevel.ie). Background information is also provided in the Groundwater Body Descriptions. Please read all disclaimers carefully when 
using Geological Survey Ireland data.  

The Groundwater Data Viewer indicates aquifers classed as a ‘Regionally Important Aquifer - Karstified (diffuse)’ and a ‘Locally 
Important Aquifer - Bedrock which is Moderately Productive only in Local Zones’ underlie the proposed wind farm development.  

The Groundwater Vulnerability map indicates the range of groundwater vulnerabilities within the area covered is variable. We 

would therefore recommend use of the Groundwater Viewer to identify areas of High to Extreme Vulnerability and ‘Rock at or 
near surface’ in your assessments, as any groundwater-surface water interactions that might occur would be greatest in these 

areas.  

GWClimate is a groundwater monitoring and modelling project that aims to investigate the impact of climate change on groundwater in 
Ireland. This is a follow on from a previous project (GWFlood) and the data may be useful in relation to Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) 
and management plans. Maps and data are available on the Map viewer.  

Geological Survey Ireland has completed Groundwater Protection Schemes (GWPSs) in partnership with Local Authorities, and there is 
now national coverage of GWPS mapping. A Groundwater Protection Scheme provides guidelines for the planning and licensing 
authorities in carrying out their functions, and a framework to assist in decision-making on the location, nature and control of developments 
and activities in order to protect groundwater.  

The Groundwater Protection Response overview and link to the main reports is here: https://www.gsi.ie/en-ie/programmes-and-

projects/groundwater/projects/protecting-drinking-water/what-is-drinking-water-protection/county-groundwater-protection-

schemes/Pages/default.aspx  

Geological Mapping  

Geological Survey Ireland maintains online datasets of bedrock and subsoils geological mapping that are reliable and accessible. We 
would encourage you to use these data which can be found here, in your future assessments.  

Please note we have recently launched QGIS compatible bedrock (100K) and Quaternary geology map data, with instructional 

manuals and videos. This makes our data more accessible to general public and external stakeholders. QGIS compatible data 

can be found in our downloadable bedrock 100k .zip file on the Data & Maps section of our website.  

Geotechnical Database Resources  

Geological Survey Ireland continues to populate and develop our national geotechnical database and viewer with site investigation data 
submitted voluntarily by industry. The current database holding is over 7500 reports with 134,000 boreholes; 31,000 of which are digitised 
which can be accessed through downloads from our Geotechnical Map Viewer. We would encourage the use of this database as part of 
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any baseline geological assessment of the proposed development as it can provide invaluable baseline data for the region or vicinity of 
proposed development areas. This information may be beneficial and cost saving for any site-specific investigations that may be designed 
as part of the project. 

Geohazards  

housingGeohazards can cause widespread damage to landscapes, wildlife, human property and human life. In Ireland, landslides, 
flooding and coastal erosion are the most prevalent of these hazards. We recommend that geohazards be taken into consideration, 
especially when developing areas where these risks are prevalent, and we encourage the use of our data when doing so.  

Geological Survey Ireland has information available on landslides in Ireland via the National Landslide Database and Landslide 
Susceptibility Map both of which are available for viewing on our dedicated Map Viewer. Associated guidance documentation relating to 
the National Landslide Susceptibility Map is also available.  

Geological Survey Ireland also engaged in a national project on Groundwater Flooding. The data from this project may be useful in 
relation to Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) and management plans and is described in more detail under ‘Groundwater’ above.  

Natural Resources (Minerals/Aggregates)  

Geological Survey Ireland provides data, maps, interpretations and advice on matters related to minerals, their use and their development 
in our Minerals section of the website. The Active Quarries, Mineral Localities and the Aggregate Potential maps are available on our 
Map Viewer.  

We would recommend use of the Aggregate Potential Mapping viewer to identify areas of High to Very High source aggregate 

potential within the area. In keeping with a sustainable approach, we would recommend use of our data and mapping viewers to identify 
and ensure that natural resources used in the proposed development are sustainably sourced from properly recognised and licensed 
facilities, and that consideration of future resource sterilization is considered.  

Geochemistry of soils, surface waters and sediments  

Geological Survey Ireland provides baseline geochemistry data for Ireland as part of the Tellus programme. Baseline geochemistry data 
can be used to assess the chemical status of soil and water at a regional scale and to support the assessment of existing or potential 
impacts of human activity on environmental chemical quality. Tellus is a national-scale mapping programme which provides multi-element 
data for shallow soil, stream sediment and stream water in Ireland. At present, mapping consists of the border, western and midland 
regions. Data is available at https://www.gsi.ie/en-ie/data-and-maps/Pages/Geochemistry.aspx.  

Guidelines  

The following guidelines may also be of assistance:  

• Institute of Geologists of Ireland, 2013. Guidelines for the Preparation of the Soils, Geology and Hydrogeology Chapters of Geology in 
Environmental Impact Statements.  

• EPA, 2022. Guidelines on the information to be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR)  

Other Comments  

Should development go ahead, all other factors considered, Geological Survey Ireland would much appreciate a copy of reports detailing 
any site investigations carried out. The data would be added to Geological Survey Ireland’s national database of site investigation 
boreholes, implemented to provide a better service to the civil engineering sector. Data can be sent to the Geological Mapping Unit, at 
mailto:GeologicalMappingInfo@gsi.ie, 01-678 2795.” 

Health       
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HSE Arlene Ward  
 

arlene.ward@hse.ie 
 

Response received 
on 02/09/2024. 

“General Introduction  

The following documents should be taken into consideration when preparing the Environmental Impact Assessment Report:  

Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleanála on carrying out Environmental Impact Assessment  

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/guidelines_for_planning_authorities_and_an_bord_pleanála_on_carrying
_out_eia_-_august_2018.pdf 

EU publication: Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects Guidance on the preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report, EU, 2017  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eia/pdf/EIA_guidance_EIA_report_final.pdf 

 Adoption of the Directive (2014/52/EU) in April 2014 initiated a review of the National Guidance for EIA and the EIAR accompanying a 
planning application. New guidelines can be seen at:  

https://www.epa.ie/publications/monitoring--assessment/assessment/guidelines-on-the-information-to-be-contained-in-environmental-
impact-assessment.php 

 The introduction of the new Guidance is supported by a Webinar produced by the EPA and can be found at:  

https://www.youtube.com/embed/ejKVFUztxBY 

 The applicant should also consider the findings of the High Court judgement issued in the judicial review of the Derryadd Wind Farm. 
(2021 IEHC 390 [20202 No. 557 JR] P. Sweetman v An Bord Pleanála)  

Generally the Environmental Impact Assessment should examine all likely significant impacts and provide the following information for 
each:  

a) Description of the receiving environment;  

b) The nature and scale of the impact;  

c) An assessment of the significance of the impact;  

d) Proposed mitigation measures;  

e) Residual impacts.  

Directive 2014/52/EU has an enhanced requirement to assess likely significant impacts on Population and Human Health. It is the 
experience of the Environmental Health Service (EHS) that impacts on human health are often inadequately assessed in EIAs in Ireland. 
It is recommended that the wider determinants of health and wellbeing are considered in a proportionate manner when considering the 
EIA. Guidance on wider determinants of health can be found at www.publichealth.ie  

In addition to any likely significant negative impacts from the proposed development, any positive likely significant impacts should also 
be assessed.  

The applicant should be aware of the proposed development of the Greenway in the area and any opportunities this offers for enhanced 
connectivity and positive health gain from the proposed development.  

The HSE will consider the final EIAR accompanying the SID/Planning application and will make comments to An Bord Pleanála/Local 
Planning Authority on the methodology used for assessing the likely significant impacts and the evaluation criteria used in assessing the 
significance of the impact. 

Items raised under Public 

Consultation are addressed 
in Chapter 1: Introduction 

 

Items raised under 
Decommissioning are 

addressed in Appendix 2.1 

CEMP – Management Plan 

6: Decommissioning Plan 

 

Items raised under Siting, 

Location and details of 

Turbine are addressed in 
Chapter 2: Project 

Description 

 

Items raised under 
Assessment of 

Consideration of 

Alternatives is addressed in 
Chapter 3: Alternatives 

Considered 

 

Items raised under Noise & 

Vibration are addressed in 
Chapter 11: Noise and 

Vibration 

 

Items raised under Shadow 

Flicker are addressed in 
Chapter 14: Shadow Flicker 

 

Air Quality is addressed in 
Chapter 13: Air Quality and 

Climate 

 

Surface and Ground Water 

Quality are addressed in 

mailto:arlene.ward@hse.ie
https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/guidelines_for_planning_authorities_and_an_bord_pleanála_on_carrying_out_eia_-_august_2018.pdf
https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/publications/files/guidelines_for_planning_authorities_and_an_bord_pleanála_on_carrying_out_eia_-_august_2018.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eia/pdf/EIA_guidance_EIA_report_final.pdf
https://www.epa.ie/publications/monitoring--assessment/assessment/guidelines-on-the-information-to-be-contained-in-environmental-impact-assessment.php
https://www.epa.ie/publications/monitoring--assessment/assessment/guidelines-on-the-information-to-be-contained-in-environmental-impact-assessment.php
https://www.youtube.com/embed/ejKVFUztxBY
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This report only comments on Environmental Health Impacts of the proposed development. It is based on an assessment of the 
correspondence submitted to this office dated 23rd May 2024.  

The Environmental Health Service (EHS) recommends that the following matters are included and assessed in the EIAR  

• Public Consultation  

• Decommissioning phase of the proposed wind farm  

• Siting and location of turbines  

• Noise & Vibration  

• Shadow Flicker  

• Air Quality  

• Surface and Groundwater Quality  

• Geological Impacts  

• Ancillary facilities  

• Cumulative impacts  

Public Consultation  

It is recommend that early and meaningful public consultation with the local community is undertaken to ensure all potentially significant 
impacts of the proposed windfarm development have been adequately addressed.  

All parties affected by the proposed development, including those who may benefit financially from the project, must be fully informed 
of what the proposal entails especially with regard to potential impacts on surrounding areas.  

Sensitive receptors and other stakeholders should be identified to ensure all necessary and appropriate mitigation measures are put in 
place to reduce the likelihood of any complaints about the proposed wind farm development in the future.  

The Environmental Health Service expects that meaningful public consultation, where the local community is fully informed of the 
proposed development, will be undertaken. Members of the public should be given sufficient opportunity to express their views on the 
proposed windfarm development.  

The Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) should clearly demonstrate the link between public consultations and how those 
consultations have influenced the decision-making process in the EIA.  

To assist with the consultation and planning process it is recommended that the applicant develops a dedicated website for 

the proposed windfarm development. All correspondence, maps, project updates and documentation including the EIAR should 

be uploaded to the website.  

The EIAR should state the period of planning permission sought, the length of time construction is estimated to take and if it is anticipated 
that the windfarm development will be decommissioned and removed or will continue to operate (following any further planning consent) 
at the end of this period of planning permission (should permission be granted) 

Decommissioning  

The EIAR should detail the eventual fate of the wind turbines and associated material i.e. will the material be recycled or how will it be 
disposed of.  

Chapter 10: Hydrology and 

Hydrogeology 

 

Geotechnical and Peat 

Stability Assessment is 
addressed in Chapter 9: 

Soils and Geology 

 

Ancillary Facilities are 
addressed in Chapter 2: 

Project Description and 
Appendix 2.1 CEMP 

 

Cumulative Impacts are 
addressed in Chapters 3 - 16 
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Information should also be provided regarding the proposed methodology to be used for the disposal of the materials forming the 
foundations of the wind turbines.  

The EIAR should indicate the proposed future use of the development site at the end of the planning permission period.  

Siting, Location and details of Turbines  

The EIAR should include a map and a description of the proposed location of each of the proposed wind turbines.  

The Environmental Health Service expects that details (height and model) of the turbines to be installed will be available at the time 
planning permission is sought and will be included in the EIAR.  

Details of the foundations for the wind turbine including depth, quantity and material to be used should be included in the EIAR.  

Assessment of Consideration of Alternatives  

The EIAR should consider an assessment of alternatives. The EHS recommends that alternative renewable energy options to on- shore 
wind farms should be assessed as part of the EIAR.  

Noise & Vibration  

The potential impacts for noise and vibration from the proposed development on all noise sensitive locations must be clearly identified in 
the EIAR. The EIAR must also consider the appropriateness and effectiveness of all proposed mitigation measures to minimise noise 
and vibration.  

A baseline noise monitoring survey should be undertaken both day and night to establish the existing background noise levels. Noise 
from any existing turbines in the area should not be included as part of the back ground levels.  

In addition, an assessment of the predicted noise impacts during the construction phase and the operational phase of the proposed 
windfarm development must be undertaken which details the change in the noise environment resulting from the proposed development.  

The Draft Revised Wind Energy Development Guidelines were published in December 2019. Whilst these have yet to be adopted, any 
proposed wind farm development should have consideration of the draft Guidelines.  

https://www.housing.gov.ie/sites/default/files/public-
consultation/files/draft_revised_wind_energy_development_guidelines_december_2019.pdf  

Shadow Flicker  

It is recommended that a shadow flicker assessment is undertaken to identify any dwellings and sensitive receptors which may be 
impacted by shadow flicker. The assessment must include all proposed mitigation measures. Dwellings should include all occupied 
properties and any existing or proposed properties for which planning consent has been granted for construction or refurbishment.  

It is recommended that turbine selection will be based on the most advanced available technology that permits shut down during times 
when residents are exposed to shadow flicker. As a result no dwelling should be exposed to shadow flicker.  

Air Quality  

Due to the nature of the proposed construction works generation of airborne dust has the potential to have significant impacts on sensitive 
receptors. A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) should be included in the EIAR which details dust control and 
mitigation measures. Measures should include:  

• Sweeping of hard road surfaces  

• Provision of a water bowser on site, regular spraying of haul roads  
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• Wheel washing facilities at site exit  

• Restrict speed on site  

• Provide covers to all delivery trucks to minimise dust generation  

• Inspect and clean public roads in the vicinity if necessary  

• Material stockpiling provided with adequate protection from the wind  

• Dust monitoring at the site boundary  

• Truck inspection and maintenance plan  

• Details of a road maintenance agreement between the wind farm operator and the Local Roads Authority to clarify responsibility for the 
upkeep and repair of access roads during the construction phase of the project  

Surface and Ground Water Quality  

The proposed development has the potential to have a significant impact on the quality of both surface and ground water. All drinking 
water sources, both surface and ground water, must be identified. Public and Group Water Scheme sources and supplies should be 
identified in addition to any private wells supplying potable water to houses in the vicinity of the proposed development. Measures to 
ensure that all sources and supplies are protected should be described. The Environmental Health Service recommends that a walk over 
survey of the site is undertaken in addition to a desktop analysis of Geological Survey of Ireland data in order to identify the location of 
private wells used for drinking water purposes.  

Any potential significant impacts to drinking water sources should be assessed. Details of bedrock, overburden, vulnerability, groundwater 
flows, aquifers and catchment areas should be considered when assessing potential impacts and any proposed mitigation measures.  

Any impacts on surface water as a result of the construction of the underground cables should be identified and addressed in the EIAR.  

Geotechnical and Peat Stability Assessment  

A detailed assessment of the current ground stability of the site for the proposed windfarm development and all proposed mitigation 
measures should be detailed in the EIAR. The assessment should include the impact construction work may have on the future stability 
of ground conditions, taking into consideration extreme weather events, site drainage and the potential for soil erosion. 

Information should be provided on the make and model of the turbines and on construction details for the turbine foundations, including 
the depth and volume of concrete required. An accurate assessment of the potential impacts of the foundations on water quality and peat 
stability cannot be undertaken without this information.  

Reference is made to a peat slide which occurred near Ballybofey in Co. Donegal on 13th November 2020 which may have been linked 
to construction activity at Meenbog Wind Farm. Potential impacts on water supply associated with contamination following a peat slide 
include sedimentation and alteration of pH levels.  

The Environmental Health Service recommends that a detailed Peat Stability/Geotechnical Assessment should be undertaken to assess 
the suitability of the soil for the proposed development. The EIAR should include provision for a peat stability monitoring programme to 
identify early signs of potential bog slides (‘pre-failure indicators’ see the Scottish Government’s ‘Peat Landslide Hazard and Risk 
Assessments: Best Practice Guide for Proposed Electricity Developments 2017) 
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2017/04/peat-landslide-hazard-risk-
assessments-best-practice-guide-proposed-electricity/documents/00517176-pdf/00517176-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/00517176.pdf  

Ancillary Facilities  
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The EIAR should include details of the location of all site office, construction compound, fuel storage depot, sanitary accommodation and 
canteen, First Aid facilities, disposal of wastewater and the provision of a potable water supply to the site canteen.  

Cumulative Impacts  

All existing or proposed wind farm developments in the vicinity should be clearly identified in the EIAR.  

The impact on sensitive receptors of the proposed development combined with any other wind farm/renewable energy developments in 
the vicinity should be considered. The EIAR should include a detailed assessment of any likely significant cumulative impacts of the 
proposed windfarm development.” 

Transportation      

Department of 
Transport  

Jacqui Traynor  qcu@transport.gov.ie 
 

Response received 
on the 03/07/2024 

“The Department of Transport makes the following comments on consultation request relating to the Scoping Report for the proposed 
Garrane Wind Farm, Co. Limerick. 

It should be noted that the Department considers the construction involved in providing this development and especially, the connection 
cables to the national grid, may have effects on both the environment and the Regional and Local Road network.  

Where the developer proposes the placement of any cables (or additional cables) in one or more trenches within the extents of the 
(regional and local) public road network, it is necessary to consider the following:  

• Their presence within the public road will likely significantly restrict the Road Authority in carrying out its function to construct 
and maintain the public road and will likely add to the costs of those works post construction. 

• Their installation within the lands associated with the public road may affect the stability of the road. In particular where the road 
is a “legacy road” (where there is no designed road structure and the subgrade may be poor or poorly drained) the design needs 
to take account of all the variable ground conditions and not be based on a sample of the general soil conditions.  

• The possible effect on the remaining available road space (noting that there may be need to accommodate other utilities within 
the road cross-section in the future). 

• The necessity to have the power in the cables switched off where the Road Authority considers this necessary in order to carry 
out its function to construct and maintain the public road. 

The Department consider it important that the examination of the proposal should include consideration of the following: 

• Examination of all available technologies (including both Overhead Line (OHL) and Underground Cable (UGC) options or 
combinations of both) and route options other than the routing of cables along the public road, 

• Examination of options for connection to the national grid network at a point closer to the wind farm in order to reduce the 
adverse impact on public roads, 

• Details of where within the road cross section cables are to be placed so as to minimise the effect on the Roads Authority in its 
role of construction and maintenance, 

• Examination of details of any chambers proposed within the public road cross section so as to minimise the effect on the Roads 
Authority in its role of construction and maintenance, 

• Elimination of permanent jointing bays from beneath the road pavement to protect the integrity of the road structure for the 
safety of those driving on the public road by eliminating hard spots and also preserve the road width for other utilities, 

Transport is addressed in 
Chapter 17: Traffic and 

Transport 

mailto:qcu@transport.gov.ie
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• Prevention of the attachment of cables to all bridge structures and culverts by diverting them beneath or away from these 
structures and, 

• Rationalisation of the number of cables involved (including existing electric or possible future cables) and their diversion into 
one trench, in order to minimise the impacts on the road network and the environment along the road boundary (hedgerows). 

The Department considers the following should be considered when applying conditions to any approval: 

1. A condition requiring the specific approval of the local authority to the detail of the final route of cables through the public road 
space. If during construction there is a need to deviate from the detailed design then the approval of the local authority would 
again be sought. This would assist in minimising the impact on the public road. 

2. A condition requiring the developer to comply with all appropriate standards and, inter alia the Guidelines for Managing Openings 
in Public Roads, 2017 in order to ensure orderly development. 

3. A condition requiring that the location of the cables would be recorded as exactly as possible (maybe using BIM type technology) 
so as to facilitate the further use of road space for utilities and the maintenance/construction of the public road by the Roads 
authority. This record should include as constructed surveys of all infrastructure altered, added, removed or relocated and exact 
detail of the road construction including any drains or other features encountered. The record should be lodged with the local 
authority and with the ESB Networks for retention on their records. 

4. A condition to require the elimination of permanent jointing bays from under the road pavement to protect the integrity of the 
road structure, thereby improving safety for those driving on the public road by eliminating hard spots and preserving the road 
width for other utilities. 

5. A condition requiring the developer to route cables away from bridge structures and specifically preventing the developer from 
attaching cables to road bridges. This would allow for the future maintenance of bridges without interruption of the electricity 
supply along the cables. 

6. A condition requiring the replacement of culverts that have been excavated during the cable duct placement operation. The 
replacement culverts should be designed appropriately and include an allowance for the effects of climate change.  

7. A condition requiring the developer to notify the Roads Authority of the owner of the cables (Owner) and the controller (Power 
Controller) of the power transmitted along the cables. In addition, the condition should require Owner and Power Controller to 
notify the Roads Authority of any change in ownership of the cables or change of Power Controller transmitting power along the 
cables. In all instances the Owner and Power Controller should be required to maintain an agreed contacts list with the Roads 
Authority.” 

Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland 

N/A info@tii.ie  Email response 
received 28/05/2024: 

 

“In relation to your EIAR Scoping referral, it is noted that Section 5.1 indicates that the proposed development includes for upgrade to the 
existing entrance on the N20, national road. Although the site access location is not detailed in the EIAR Scoping document, TII’s records 
indicate that the site adjoins the N20 at a location where the national road is subject to a 100kph speed limit regime. 

It is critical that the developer/applicant be aware that official policy concerning access to national roads seeks to avoid the creation of 
additional access points from new development or the generation of increased traffic from existing accesses (i.e. non-public road access) 
to national roads, to which speed limits greater than 50 kph apply. 

Therefore, there are policy and road safety considerations that would need to be resolved in any subsequent application and available 
alternative arrangements to the local road network should be utilised and not direct access to the national road, contrary to the provisions 
of official policy. It is noted with concern that the EIAR Scoping Report does not appear to consider or address this potential policy conflict. 

Section 2.6 of the DoECLG Guidelines provides that planning authorities may apply a less restrictive approach to the management of 
access to a national road in ‘exceptional circumstances’ but only as part of the process of reviewing or varying the relevant development 

Drainage is addressed in 
Chapter 10: Hydrology and 

Hydrogeology & Appendix 

2.1 CEMP – Management 

Plan 4: SWMP 

 

Traffic/Roads are addressed 
in Chapter 17: Traffic and 

Transport & Appendix 2.1 

CEMP – Management Plan 

7: TMP 

mailto:info@tii.ie
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plan. However, the current Limerick City and County Development Plan has not provided any agreed ‘exceptional circumstances’ cases 
for development accessing a national road, such as that potentially proposed in this EIAR Scoping referral. 

With respect to EIAR Scoping issues, the recommendations indicated below provide only general guidance for the preparation of an 
EIAR, which may affect the national road network. 

The developer should have regard, inter alia, to the following: 

•TII notes that the subject site adjoins the N20, national road. Access to the road network shall be developed in accordance with official 
policy and road safety considerations. As outlined above, access directly to a national road outside a reduced 50 – 60kph speed limit 
location should be avoided in accordance with the provisions of official policy. Alternative arrangements should be identified to ensure 
adherence to the provisions of official policy. 

•Consultations should be had with the relevant Local Authority/National Roads Design Office, with regard to the locations of existing and 
future national road schemes, including the National Development Plan (NDP) investment objective M20 Cork – Limerick 

•TII would be specifically concerned as to potential significant impacts the development would have on the national road network (and 
junctions with national roads) in the proximity of the proposed development, including the potential haul route. 

•The developer should assess visual impacts from existing national roads. 

•The developer should have regard to any EIAR/EIS and all conditions and/or modifications imposed by An Bord Pleanála regarding road 
schemes in the area. The developer should, in particular, have regard to any potential cumulative impacts. 

•The developer, in preparing EIAR, should have regard to TII Publications (formerly DMRB and the Manual of Contract Documents for 
Road Works). 

•The EIAR should have regard to TII’s Environmental Assessment and Construction Guidelines, including the Good Practice Guidance 
for the Treatment of Noise during the Planning of National Road Schemes (National Road Authority (NRA), 2014). 

•The EIAR should consider the ‘European Communities (Environmental Noise) Regulations, 2018, (S.I. no. 549 of 2018)’, and, in 
particular, how the development will affect future action plans by the relevant competent authority. The developer may need to consider 
the incorporation of noise barriers to reduce noise impacts (see ‘Good Practice Guidance for the Treatment of Noise during the Planning 
of National Road Schemes (NRA, 2014)’). 

•It would be important that, where appropriate, subject to meeting the appropriate thresholds and criteria and having regard to best 
practice, a Traffic and Transport Assessment (TTA) be carried out in accordance with relevant guidelines, noting traffic volumes attending 
the site and traffic routes to/from the site, with reference to impacts on the national road network and junctions of lower category roads 
with national roads.  

In relation to national roads, TII’s ‘Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines’ (2014) should be referred to in relation to proposed 
development with potential impacts on the national road network. The scheme promoter is also advised to have regard to Section 2.2 of 

TII’s TTA Guidelines, which addresses requirements for sub-threshold TTA.  

Any improvements required to facilitate development should be identified. It will be the responsibility of the developer to pay for the costs 
of any improvements to national roads to facilitate the private development proposed, as TII will not be responsible for such costs. 

•The designers are asked to consult TII Publications to determine whether a Road Safety Audit is required. 

•In the interests of maintaining the safety and standard of the national road network, the EIAR should identify the methods/techniques 
proposed for any works traversing/in proximity to the national road network. 

•TII recommends that the applicant/developer should clearly identify haul routes proposed and fully assess the network to be traversed. 
Where abnormal ‘weight’ loads are a feature of the development, e.g., turbine or substation components, separate structure 

 

TDR/Grid Route are 
addressed in Chapter 2: 

Project Description 
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approvals/permits and other licences may be required in connection with the proposed haul route. All national road structures on the haul 
route through all the relevant County Council administrative areas should be checked by the applicant/developer to confirm their capacity 
to accommodate any abnormal ‘weight’ load proposed.      

 In addition, the haul route should be assessed to confirm capacity to accommodate abnormal ‘length’ loads and any temporary works 
required are identified. 

The national road network is managed by a combination of PPP Concessions, Motorway Maintenance and Renewal Contractors 
(MMaRC) and local road authorities, in association with TII. 

The applicant/developer should also consult with all PPP Companies, MMaRC Contractors and road authorities over which the haul route 
traverses, to ascertain any operational requirements, including delivery timetabling, etc., to ensure that the strategic function of the 
national road network is safeguarded. 

Where temporary works within any MMaRC Boundary are required to facilitate the transport of turbine components to site, the 
applicant/developer shall contact thirdpartyworks@tii.ie in advance, as a works specific Deed of Indemnity will be needed by TII before 
the works can take place. 

Additionally, any damage caused to the pavement on the existing national road arising from any temporary works due to the turning 
movement of abnormal loads (e.g., tearing of the surface course, etc.) shall be rectified in accordance with TII Pavement Standards and 
details in this regard shall be agreed with the road authority prior to the commencement of any development on site. 

Any Road Safety Audit requirements should be addressed. 

•Any grid connection and cable routing proposals should be developed to safeguard proposed road schemes, as TII will not be responsible 
for costs associated with future relocation of cable routing where proposals are catered for in an area of a proposed national road scheme. 
In that regard, consideration should be given to routing options, use of existing crossings, depth of cable laying, etc. 

In the context of the existing national road network, in accordance with the National Planning Framework National Strategic Outcome No. 
2 ‘Enhanced Regional Accessibility’, there is a requirement to maintain the strategic capacity and safety of the network. This requirement 
is further reflected in the NDP, the National Investment Framework for Transport in Ireland and also the existing Statutory Section 28 
‘Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’. 

There is around 99,000km of roads in Ireland. The national road network, which caters for strategic inter-urban travel, consists of only 
approx. 5.4% of this. There is a critical requirement to ensure the strategic capacity and safety of this national road network is maintained 
and significant Government investment already made in the national road network is safeguarded. 

The provision of cabling along the national road network represents a number of significant implications for TII and road authorities in the 
management and maintenance of the strategic national road network and TII is of the opinion that grid connection cable routing should 
reflect the foregoing provisions of official policy. 

Section 12.4.1.1 ‘Accelerate Renewable Electricity Generation’ of the Climate Action Plan 2024 (CAP24) outlines the objective of reaching 
80% of electricity demand from renewable sources by 2030 through a range of measures, including: 

"All relevant public bodies will carry out their functions in a manner which supports the achievement of the renewable electr icity targets, 
including, but not limited to, the use of road and rail infrastructure to provide a route for grid infrastructure where this is the optimal 
solution”. (Climate Action Plan 2024, p.163) 

Consistent with CAP24, for all renewable energy developments requiring grid connection to the national grid, TII recommends that a full 
assessment of all route alternatives for grid connection takes place, including alternatives to public road, where appropriate. In TII’s 
experience, grid connection accommodated on national roads has the potential, inter alia, to result in technical road safety issues such 
as differential settlement due to backfilling trenches and can impact on ability and cost of general maintenance, upgrades and safety 
works to existing national roads. 
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Having regard to the foregoing, in TII’s opinion, the grid connection routing, where it is proposed to utilise the road network, must 
demonstrate that the route proposed represents the ‘optimal solution’. In addition, there is a finite road space available to accommodate 
all utilities in the road network and TII recommends that a co-ordinated approach to grid connection routing in this area is achieved to 
avoid risk to the effective delivery of renewable energy projects. 

Other consents or licences may be required from the road authority for any trenching or cabling proposals crossing the national road. TII 
requests referral of all proposals agreed and licensed between the road authority and the applicant, which affect the national road network. 

Cable routing should avoid all impacts to existing TII infrastructure such as traffic counters, weather stations, etc. and works required to 
such infrastructure shall only be undertaken in consultation with and subject to the agreement of TII. Any costs attributable shall be borne 
by the applicant/developer. The developer should also be aware that separate approvals may be required for works traversing the national 
road network.” 

N/M20 Project Office The Project 
Liaison Team 
 

info@corklimerick.ie 
 

Response received 
on 05/07/2024  

“We have no comments on the proposed development, as per the attached documents and please feel free to refer to our project website, 
www.corklimerick.ie, for constraints study information in the area.” 

 

N/A 

Limerick County 
Council Roads Section 

Tony Carmody 
 

tony.carmody@limerick.ie Response received 
on 23/05/2024  

 

“The email you sent on this morning the 23.05.2024 regarding the Scoping Letter with Report in relation to the above mentioned project 
for our consideration must be sent to the Planning Authority planning@limerick.ie and to Area Planner that was dealing with this. 

All correspondence of this nature must firstly be sent to the Planning Authority. The Road Section will not make comment unti l we are 
requested to do so by our Planning Section.” 

N/A 

Housing      

Minister for Housing, 
Planning and Local 
Government 

N/A N/A N/A No response received N/A 

Tourism       

Department of Tourism, 
Culture, Arts, 
Gealtacht, Sport and 
Media 

N/A Manager.DAU@housing.go
v.ie  

Response received 
on 08/07/2024 

 

“Please note the Department is not in a position to make specific comment on this particular referral at this time.  No inference should be 
drawn from this that the Department is satisfied or otherwise with the proposed activity.  The Department may submit 
observations/recommendations at a later stage in the process.” 

 

Failte  Yvonne Jackson 
 

planning.applications@failte
ireland.ie 
 

Response received 
on 01/07/2024 

 

“Thank you for your email, letter and information regarding the preparation of an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) for 
Garrane Green Energy Limited, for development in the townlands of Garrane, Ballynagoul & Creggane, Charleville & Killmallock, Co. 
Limerick 

Please see attached a copy of Fáilte Ireland’s Guidelines for the Treatment of Tourism in an EIA, which you may find informat ive for the 
preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment for the proposed project.  The purpose of this report is to provide guidance for those 
conducting Environmental Impact Assessment and compiling an Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR), or those assessing 
EIARs, where the project involves tourism or may have an impact upon tourism. These guidelines are non-statutory and act as 
supplementary advice to the EPA EIAR Guidelines outlined in section 2.” 

Tourism is addressed in 
Chapter 5: Population and 

Human Health 

The Heritage Council N/A N/A N/A No response received to date.  N/A 

The Arts Council N/A N/A N/A No response received to date.  N/A 

mailto:info@corklimerick.ie
http://www.corklimerick.ie/
mailto:tony.carmody@limerick.ie
mailto:planning@limerick.ie
mailto:Manager.DAU@housing.gov.ie
mailto:Manager.DAU@housing.gov.ie
mailto:planning.applications@failteireland.ie
mailto:planning.applications@failteireland.ie
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Environmental      

Department of 
Environment, Climate 
and Communications 

Luke Thompson PlanningNotifications@decc
.gov.ie 

Response received 
on 13/06/2024 

 

“With reference to your email received on the 23 May 2024, concerning the EIAR scoping for Garrane Green Energy, Co Limerick, 
Geological Survey Ireland would encourage use of and reference to our datasets. Please find attached a list of our publicly available 
datasets that may be useful to the environmental assessment and planning process. We recommend that you review this list and refer to 
any datasets you consider relevant to your assessment. The remainder of this letter and following sections provide more detail on some 
of these datasets’. 

‘Should development go ahead, all other factors considered, Geological Survey Ireland would much appreciate a copy of reports detailing 
any site investigations carried out. The data would be added to Geological Survey Ireland’s national database of site investigation 
boreholes, implemented to provide a better service to the civil engineering sector’.” 

Policy is addressed in 
Chapter 4: Planning and 

Legislative Context 

 

Soils and Geology are 
addressed in Chapter 9: 

Soils and Geology 

Environmental 
Protection Agency 

 

N/A N/A N/A No response received to date.  N/A 

Gas Infrastructure 

and Services 

     

Gas Networks Ireland  Michael O Connell  
 

Dig@gasnetworks.ie Response received 
on 08/07/2024 

 

“Cables need to have at least 600mm separation from the red high pressure transmission pipeline. Open cut trenching is preferred with 
all works supervised.  

We require a separation distance of 2 times hub height of wind turbine between wind turbine and the transmission pipeline.  

Brendan Creedon is the point of contact for all matters on site in terms of supervision and marking out the pipeline. It would be 
advisable to meet on site to review.  
 
You recently contacted Gas Networks Ireland and requested information on its infrastructure in the vicinity of your forthcoming works. 
The Gas Transmission Pipeline in the general area of interest to you is shown, in RED, on the drawing attached. Please treat all Gas 
Networks Ireland Drawings as ‘indicative’ only. 
 
The Gas Distribution Network in the vicinity is shown, in GREEN and/or in BLUE on the drawing attached. Please refer to the attached 
Safety Advice Booklet for guidance on working in the vicinity of this infrastructure. 
 
To verify the in situ position of the Gas Transmission Pipeline please contact Brendan Creedon, brendan@ipec.ie. All work in the 
vicinity of a Gas Transmission Pipeline must be completed in compliance with the attached ‘Code of Practice 2021’. 
 
The Gas Transmission Pipelines exist within Gas Networks Ireland Wayleaves. No excavation may take place within any such 
Wayleave unless consent, in the form of a valid Excavation Permit, has been granted by Gas Networks Ireland. Brendan Creedon will 
issue this permit once all conditions for excavations have been met.  
 
Aurora Telecom Ducts, where present, are shown as MAUVE BROKEN LINES. Please contact Aurora Telecom, at 
Auroralink@gasnetworks.ie  for advice where Aurora Telecom infrastructure is present. The Aurora Emergency Number is 1800-42 
7399 
 
I would recommend using our Dial Before you Dig system to ensure you get the required response in a timely manner. The online 
system can give immediate mapping of an area and just requires you to register for an account once. See 
https://www.gasnetworks.ie/home/safety/dial-before-you-dig/dbyd/.”  

Utilities (including gas) are 
addressed in Chapter 16: 

Material Assets and Other 

Issues 

 

mailto:brendan@ipec.ie
mailto:Auroralink@gasnetworks.ie
https://www.gasnetworks.ie/home/safety/dial-before-you-dig/dbyd/
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Military       

Department of Defense 
 

Gillian Holden PropertyManagementPlanni
ng@defence.ie 

Response received 
on 27/05/2024. 

“Based on the information supplied and following consultations with the subject matter in the Irish Air Corps, the Department of Defence 
wishes to make the following observations: 

All turbines should be illuminated by Type C, Medium intensity, Fixed Red obstacle lighting with a minimum output of 2,000 candela to 
be visible in all directions of azimuth and to be operational H24/7 days a week. Obstacle lighting should be incandescent or, if LED or 
other types are used, of a type visible to Night Vision equipment. Obstacle lighting used must emit light at the near Infra- Red (IR) range 
of the electromagnetic spectrum, specifically at or near 850 nanometres (nm) of wavelength. Light intensity to be of similar value to that 
emitted in the visible spectrum of light.” 

 

Air Navigation is addressed 
in Chapter 16: Material 

Assets and Other Issues 
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Sarah Moore

From: INFO <Information@tii.ie> on behalf of INFO

Sent: Tuesday 28 May 2024 07:56

To: Sarah Gallagher

Subject: TII24-127453 - Garrane Wind Farm, Co. Limerick. Your Ref: 6839/503/031/AOG

Dear Ms. Gallagher, 

 

Thank you for your correspondence of 23 May 2024 regarding the above. Transport Infrastructure Ireland’s 
(TII’s) position in relation to your enquiry is as follows. 
 
TII will endeavour to consider and respond to planning applications referred to it, given its status and duties as 
a statutory consultee under the Planning Acts. The approach to be adopted by TII in making such submissions 
or comments will seek to uphold o'icial policy and guidelines, as outlined in the Section 28 Ministerial 
Guidelines ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (DoECLG, 2012). Regard 
should also be had to other relevant guidance available at www.TII.ie. 
 
The issuing of this correspondence is provided as best practice guidance only and does not prejudice TII’s 
statutory right to make any observations, requests for further information, objections or appeals, following the 
examination of any valid planning application referred. 
 
National Strategic Outcome 2 of the National Planning Framework includes the objective to maintain the 
strategic capacity and safety of the national road network. In addition, Chapter 7 ‘Enhanced Regional 
Accessibility’ of the National Development Plan, 2021 – 2030, sets out the key sectoral priority of maintaining 
Ireland’s existing national road network to a robust and safe standard for users. This requirement is further 
reflected in the publication of the National Investment Framework for Transport in Ireland and also the existing 
Statutory Section 28 ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’. 
 
In relation to your EIAR Scoping referral, it is noted that Section 5.1 indicates that the proposed development 
includes for upgrade to the existing entrance on the N20, national road. Although the site access location is 
not detailed in the EIAR Scoping document, TII’s records indicate that the site adjoins the N20 at a location 
where the national road is subject to a 100kph speed limit regime. 
 
It is critical that the developer/applicant be aware that o'icial policy concerning access to national roads 
seeks to avoid the creation of additional access points from new development or the generation of increased 
tra'ic from existing accesses (i.e. non-public road access) to national roads, to which speed limits greater 
than 50 kph apply. 
 
Therefore, there are policy and road safety considerations that would need to be resolved in any subsequent 
application and available alternative arrangements to the local road network should be utilised and not direct 
access to the national road, contrary to the provisions of o'icial policy. It is noted with concern that the EIAR 
Scoping Report does not appear to consider or address this potential policy conflict. 
 
Section 2.6 of the DoECLG Guidelines provides that planning authorities may apply a less restrictive approach 
to the management of access to a national road in ‘exceptional circumstances’ but only as part of the process 
of reviewing or varying the relevant development plan. However, the current Limerick City and County 
Development Plan has not provided any agreed ‘exceptional circumstances’ cases for development accessing 
a national road, such as that potentially proposed in this EIAR Scoping referral. 
 
With respect to EIAR Scoping issues, the recommendations indicated below provide only general guidance for 
the preparation of an EIAR, which may a'ect the national road network. 
 
The developer should have regard, inter alia, to the following: 
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•              TII notes that the subject site adjoins the N20, national road. Access to the road network shall be 

developed in accordance with o'icial policy and road safety considerations. As outlined above, access 
directly to a national road outside a reduced 50 – 60kph speed limit location should be avoided in 
accordance with the provisions of o'icial policy. Alternative arrangements should be identified to 
ensure adherence to the provisions of o'icial policy. 

 
•              Consultations should be had with the relevant Local Authority/National Roads Design O'ice, with 

regard to the locations of existing and future national road schemes, including the National 
Development Plan (NDP) investment objective M20 Cork – Limerick 

 
•              TII would be specifically concerned as to potential significant impacts the development would have on 

the national road network (and junctions with national roads) in the proximity of the proposed 
development, including the potential haul route. 

 
•              The developer should assess visual impacts from existing national roads. 
 
•              The developer should have regard to any EIAR/EIS and all conditions and/or modifications imposed by 

An Bord Pleanála regarding road schemes in the area. The developer should, in particular, have regard 
to any potential cumulative impacts. 

 
•              The developer, in preparing EIAR, should have regard to TII Publications (formerly DMRB and the 

Manual of Contract Documents for Road Works). 
 
•              The EIAR should have regard to TII’s Environmental Assessment and Construction Guidelines, 

including the Good Practice Guidance for the Treatment of Noise during the Planning of National Road 
Schemes (National Road Authority (NRA), 2014). 

 
•              The EIAR should consider the ‘European Communities (Environmental Noise) Regulations, 2018, (S.I. 

no. 549 of 2018)’, and, in particular, how the development will a'ect future action plans by the relevant 
competent authority. The developer may need to consider the incorporation of noise barriers to reduce 
noise impacts (see ‘Good Practice Guidance for the Treatment of Noise during the Planning of National 
Road Schemes (NRA, 2014)’). 

 
•              It would be important that, where appropriate, subject to meeting the appropriate thresholds and 

criteria and having regard to best practice, a Tra'ic and Transport Assessment (TTA) be carried out in 
accordance with relevant guidelines, noting tra'ic volumes attending the site and tra'ic routes to/from 
the site, with reference to impacts on the national road network and junctions of lower category roads 
with national roads.  

 
In relation to national roads, TII’s ‘Tra'ic and Transport Assessment Guidelines’ (2014) should be 
referred to in relation to proposed development with potential impacts on the national road network. 
The scheme promoter is also advised to have regard to Section 2.2 of TII’s TTA Guidelines, which 
addresses requirements for sub-threshold TTA.  
 
Any improvements required to facilitate development should be identified. It will be the responsibility 
of the developer to pay for the costs of any improvements to national roads to facilitate the private 
development proposed, as TII will not be responsible for such costs. 

 
•              The designers are asked to consult TII Publications to determine whether a Road Safety Audit is 
required. 
 
•              In the interests of maintaining the safety and standard of the national road network, the EIAR should 

identify the methods/techniques proposed for any works traversing/in proximity to the national road 
network. 
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•              TII recommends that the applicant/developer should clearly identify haul routes proposed and fully 
assess the network to be traversed. Where abnormal ‘weight’ loads are a feature of the development, 
e.g., turbine or substation components, separate structure approvals/permits and other licences may 
be required in connection with the proposed haul route. All national road structures on the haul route 
through all the relevant County Council administrative areas should be checked by the 
applicant/developer to confirm their capacity to accommodate any abnormal ‘weight’ load proposed. 

                 
                In addition, the haul route should be assessed to confirm capacity to accommodate abnormal ‘length’ 

loads and any temporary works required are identified. 
 

The national road network is managed by a combination of PPP Concessions, Motorway Maintenance 
and Renewal Contractors (MMaRC) and local road authorities, in association with TII. 
 
The applicant/developer should also consult with all PPP Companies, MMaRC Contractors and road 
authorities over which the haul route traverses, to ascertain any operational requirements, including 
delivery timetabling, etc., to ensure that the strategic function of the national road network is 
safeguarded. 
 
Where temporary works within any MMaRC Boundary are required to facilitate the transport of turbine 
components to site, the applicant/developer shall contact thirdpartyworks@tii.ie in advance, as a 
works specific Deed of Indemnity will be needed by TII before the works can take place. 
 
Additionally, any damage caused to the pavement on the existing national road arising from any 
temporary works due to the turning movement of abnormal loads (e.g., tearing of the surface course, 
etc.) shall be rectified in accordance with TII Pavement Standards and details in this regard shall be 
agreed with the road authority prior to the commencement of any development on site. 
 
Any Road Safety Audit requirements should be addressed. 
 

•              Any grid connection and cable routing proposals should be developed to safeguard proposed road 
schemes, as TII will not be responsible for costs associated with future relocation of cable routing 
where proposals are catered for in an area of a proposed national road scheme. In that regard, 
consideration should be given to routing options, use of existing crossings, depth of cable laying, etc. 

 
In the context of the existing national road network, in accordance with the National Planning 
Framework National Strategic Outcome No. 2 ‘Enhanced Regional Accessibility’, there is a 
requirement to maintain the strategic capacity and safety of the network. This requirement is further 
reflected in the NDP, the National Investment Framework for Transport in Ireland and also the existing 
Statutory Section 28 ‘Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’. 
 
There is around 99,000km of roads in Ireland. The national road network, which caters for strategic 
inter-urban travel, consists of only approx. 5.4% of this. There is a critical requirement to ensure the 
strategic capacity and safety of this national road network is maintained and significant Government 
investment already made in the national road network is safeguarded. 
 
The provision of cabling along the national road network represents a number of significant 
implications for TII and road authorities in the management and maintenance of the strategic national 
road network and TII is of the opinion that grid connection cable routing should reflect the foregoing 
provisions of o'icial policy. 
 
Section 12.4.1.1 ‘Accelerate Renewable Electricity Generation’ of the Climate Action Plan 2024 
(CAP24) outlines the objective of reaching 80% of electricity demand from renewable sources by 2030 
through a range of measures, including: 

"All relevant public bodies will carry out their functions in a manner which supports the 

achievement of the renewable electricity targets, including, but not limited to, the use of 
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road and rail infrastructure to provide a route for grid infrastructure where this is the optimal 

solution”. (Climate Action Plan 2024, p.163) 
 
Consistent with CAP24, for all renewable energy developments requiring grid connection to the 
national grid, TII recommends that a full assessment of all route alternatives for grid connection takes 
place, including alternatives to public road, where appropriate. In TII’s experience, grid connection 
accommodated on national roads has the potential, inter alia, to result in technical road safety issues 
such as di'erential settlement due to backfilling trenches and can impact on ability and cost of 
general maintenance, upgrades and safety works to existing national roads. 
 
Having regard to the foregoing, in TII’s opinion, the grid connection routing, where it is proposed to 
utilise the road network, must demonstrate that the route proposed represents the ‘optimal solution’. 
In addition, there is a finite road space available to accommodate all utilities in the road network and 
TII recommends that a co-ordinated approach to grid connection routing in this area is achieved to 
avoid risk to the e'ective delivery of renewable energy projects. 
 
Other consents or licences may be required from the road authority for any trenching or cabling 
proposals crossing the national road. TII requests referral of all proposals agreed and licensed 
between the road authority and the applicant, which a'ect the national road network. 
 
Cable routing should avoid all impacts to existing TII infrastructure such as tra'ic counters, weather 
stations, etc. and works required to such infrastructure shall only be undertaken in consultation with 
and subject to the agreement of TII. Any costs attributable shall be borne by the applicant/developer. 
The developer should also be aware that separate approvals may be required for works traversing the 
national road network. 

 
Notwithstanding any of the above, the developer should be aware that this list is non-exhaustive, thus site and 
development specific issues should be addressed in accordance with best practice. 
 
I hope that this information is of assistance to you. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

________________________ 

Andrew Moore 

Senior Regulatory & Administration Executive 

 
 

From: Sarah Gallagher <sgallagher@jodireland.com>  

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2024 12:17 PM 

To: INFO <Information@tii.ie> 

Cc: Andrew O’Grady <aogrady@jodireland.com> 

Subject: Garrane Wind Farm, Co. Limerick 

 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of TII. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the 

sender and are sure that the content is safe.  

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Please find attached Scoping Letter with Report in relation to the above mentioned project for your consideration. 

We would be grateful if you could revert with any comments you may have on the proposed development at your earliest 
convenience. 
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Thanks and Kind regards, 

Sarah Gallagher 

 

Head Office 

Finisklin Business Park, Sligo, Ireland, F91 RHH9. MAP 

Tel: +353719161416 Email: sgallagher@jodireland.com Web: www.jodireland.com 

 

Disclaimer: This message is for the use of person(s) to whom it was intended to be addressed. If you have received this electronic message in error, 

please notify us by email to info@jodireland.com and delete the message. While we take reasonable safeguards to protect our computer network 

against viruses, we do not accept any liability for contamination or damage to your systems from viruses attached to emails received from us. 

Therefore, we recommend that you scan all emails and attachments. The views expressed in this email may not necessarily be the views held by 

Jennings O'Donovan & Partners. Jennings O'Donovan & Partners are committed to data protection and will continue to improve procedures to provide 

a safe and secure data environment http://www.jodireland.com/privacy/ . COMPANY REG. NO. 149104.  

 

Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 

 
In accordance with TII's Right to Disconnect policy, if you are receiving this email outside of normal 
working hours, I do not expect a response or action outside of your own working hours unless it is 
clearly noted as requiring urgent attention. 
 
De réir pholasaí BIÉ An Ceart gan a bheith Ceangailte, má tá an ríomhphost seo á fháil agat lasmuigh 
de na gnáthuaireanta oibre, nílim ag súil le freagra ná le gníomh uait lasmuigh de do ghnáthuaireanta 
oibre féin mura bhfuil sé ráite go soiléir go bhfuil gá gníomhú go práinneach. 
 
TII processes personal data provided to it in accordance with its Data Protection Notice available at 
https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/ 
 
Próiseálann BIÉ sonraí pearsanta a sholáthraítear dó i gcomhréir lena Fhógra ar Chosaint Sonraí atá 
ar fáil ag https://www.tii.ie/about/about-tii/Data-Protection/?set-lang=ga 
 
TII E-mail system: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for 
the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error 
then please notify postmaster@tii.ie and delete the original including attachments. 
 
Córas r-phoist BIE: Tá an ríomhphost seo agus aon chomhaid a tharchuirtear leis faoi rún agus 
beartaithe lena n-úsáid ag an duine aonair nó ag an eintiteas a bhfuil siad dírithe chuige/chuici 
amháin. Más rud é go bhfuair tú an ríomhphost seo trí bhotún, cuir sin in iúil do postmaster@tii.ie, le 
do thoil, agus scrios an ríomhphost bunaidh agus aon cheangaltáin. 








































